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Close Reading Strategy 
Title of the text:______________________________________________ 

 
o 1. Read Carefully & Get the gist  

What is the text mainly about? What is the main idea? Write the main 

idea in the top margin in the clouds of the paper. (Highlight evidence 

in green.) 

 

 

o 2. Read Again & Dig Deeper 

What are the big ideas that connect to the main idea? (Highlight 

evidence in yellow and write them on your note-taking sheet.) 

 

 

o 3. Read Again & Dig for Details 

What are the tell me mores for your big ideas? (Highlight evidence in 

red.) 

 

 

o 4. Read Again & Write a thick question and the author’s purpose 

*In the left margin, write the author’s purpose (Persuade, Inform, or 

Entertain and your evidence of why you think that.) 

*In the right margin, write a THICK question after reading the text. 

 

 

 

o 5. Read Again & Answer the Questions and Summarize your 

thinking  

*Use the text evidence to answer the questions. Highlight in orange    

the text evidence while labeling Q1 for question 1, Q2 for question 2… 

*Summarize the article on the bottom of your note-taking sheet. 

 

 

 


